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A collaborative effort involving 29 companies 



A global business dialogue 
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The different steps of Vision 2050 project 

Business-as-
usual 
outlook to 
2050 

Vision 2050 

Pathway to 
2050 

Opportunities 



Business-as-usual Outlook to 2050 

• “Humanity has largely had an explosive 
relationship with our planet; we can, and 
should, aim to make this a symbiotic 
one.” 

• Michael Mack, Syngenta International AG 



BAU to 2050: Growth, inertia, degradation 

 

Population Energy demand 
and emissions 

Water Food Ecosystems 

Wealth 



BAU projection: We will consume 2.3 Earths in 2050 

In sum: The world is on an unsustainable track 

 

Sources: Global Footprint Network, WBCSD Vision 2050 
Source: Global Footprint Network and WBCSD Vision 2050, 2010 



The Vision 



 
 

Vision 2050: Nine billion people live well, within 

the limits of the planet 

Sources: Global Footprint Network, WBCSD Vision 2050 
Source: Global Footprint Network and WBCSD Vision 2050, 2010 



Pathway to 2050 



TODAY 

The pathway to Vision 2050 To a sustainable world in 2050 

From business-as-usual 
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Closing the gap: Reaching the Vision 

 

Collaboration 

Build complex 

coalitions, co-

innovation 

Sustainable living 

Change consumption 

patterns to more 

sustainable lifestyles 

True Costs 

Internalize cost of 

carbon, water & other 

ecosystem services 

Carbon & resources 

Halve CO2 

emissions, double 

agricultural output, 4-

10 fold increase in 

resource efficiency 



Opportunities 



 

 

 

Building & 
transforming… 

a. Cities 

b. Infrastructure 

c. Livelihoods & 
lifestyles 

 

 

 
Helping 

change happen 

Improving 
biocapacity & 

managing 
ecosystems 

Business domains for the next decade – 

Opportunities and overlaps 



Building & transforming cities: Development of 

cities is a trillion $/year opportunity 

Estimates suggest that by 2030 
US$ 40 trillion will need to be 

invested in urban 
infrastructure worldwide 



Building the new energy mix is another trillion 

$/year business  
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Source: IEA/OECD, 2009 



Products and services for aging populations 

By 2020 people aged 65 and 

above will account for about 

one-fifth of the total global 
population 

Each month around 1.9 
million people in the world 

will join the ranks of the over 
65s 



Business moving forward 



Business moving forward 

Corporate strategy  

 

Joint action to realize solutions  

 

Business advocacy 
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Corporate strategy example–  

Unilever Sustainable Living Plan 



Joint Action example:  

WBCSD Urban Infrastructure Initiative 

Infrastructure challenges are interdependent, complex and systemic  
- but seldom addressed as such 



WBCSD purpose 

City vision Action plan Implementation 

Transformation 
Team of  

Companies & City  

Usual company area of action UII area of interest 

Helping transform the city vision into an effective action plan using 
accumulated experience and models in a systemic approach 
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Private sector 



WBCSD city engagement process 



Business advocay – Rio+20 

• Business is committed to furthering sustainable development 
 

• Success will ultimately depend on governments’ willingness and ability to create 
appropriate policies and pursue partnerships 
 

• A Global UN Green Economy Roadmap may be a good start; with clear priniciples, 
targets, deliverables and timelines, to build shared understanding of roles and 
responsibilities 
 

“Any outcomes reached or decisions 
made in Rio will need to include 
business… Sustainable and healthy 
business is a key success factor for 
real progress. Business is the source 
for the needed innovations and it is 
the largest investor in sustainable 
technologies." 
- Björn Stigson, President WBCSD 



Business advocacy – of relevance for EU CSR 

Framework 

  WBCSD on the Role of Business:  

• The role of business is to provide continually improving goods and services for 

increasing numbers of people at prices they can afford 

 

• The leading global companies will be those that provide goods and services and 

reach new customers in ways that address the world’s major challenges.  

 

• If action to address such issues is to be substantial and sustainable, it must also be 

profitable. 

 

 Vision 2050 outlines what solutions and innovations must deliver, for the 

world’s major challenges to be successfully addressed 

 

 EU CSR Framework must enable and support development of the solutions 

which EU companies and countries need on the pathway to 9 billion people 

living well and within the limits of the planet  



Contacts 

per.r.sandberg@accenture.com 

+ 47 48261451 

 

WBCSD Vision 2050 report: 

www.wbcsd.org  
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